
Bandon Hill Early Years Curriculum

Intent
At Bandon Hill, we dare to dream. Our mission is to encourage resilient, inquisitive, ambitious and motivated pupils and we aim to inspire passion and
persistence in our children. We believe early years is a critical and exciting time in a child’s journey where they secure solid foundations of learning for the
future. We know that children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life
chances. At Bandon Hill we are committed to providing the best possible early education for all our children. We want our children to enjoy their school
surroundings and be happy, confident and motivated about their learning. We want our children to develop verbally, physically and emotionally as well as
cognitively whilst acquiring a thirst for learning. We aim to create a learning environment and build relationships which support, enhance and invite a child’s
curiosity, confidence and individuality to flourish regardless of backgrounds, circumstances or needs.

Our intentions for learning in early years are for children to:
  

● Dare children to challenge themselves and be critical in their thinking
● Encourage resilience and independence when learning in provision
● Stimulate inquisitiveness through enquiry and exploration
● Empower children to be ambitious and take ownership of their learning
● Nurture a passion for learning early in their school lives
● Motivate children to be creative and share their ideas confidently

The unique child
We want our children to be independent thinkers and effective communicators who are capable, confident
and self-assured. We want all our children to develop curiosity and resilience whilst learning through
positive relationships where there is equality of opportunity for all. At Bandon Hill we understand that
starting school is an important milestone for all, therefore we endeavour to make sure that the memories
children hold of starting school with us are happy, positive and ones to cherish.
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Enabling environments
We believe in providing all children with a safe and stimulating environment that builds on each individual’s needs and interests. We value the importance of our
outdoor and indoor environments and believe that these offer all children the opportunity to think creatively and critically and develop problem solving skills.Our
curriculum provides support to develop children’s emotional security whilst enabling children to take risks in a safe and secure environment.
Learning and Development
Our children have the opportunity to learn through play, interactions with adults and peers as well as adult focused teaching. Learning will be active, engaging
and suitably challenging; recognising that children develop and learn at different rates. We recognise the importance of communication and language
development as being key to all areas of learning.
Positive Relationships
We expect all adults in early years to be encouraging, motivating and nurturing in their relationships with children. We know how significant good relationships
with parents/carers are in working together to ensure all children make good progress. Parents are invited to share their child’s progress throughout the year.
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning 
Through playing and exploring we give children opportunities to investigate activities with a ‘have a go’ attitude. We expect learning to be active and encourage
children to use their own ideas and make links within their learning by creating and thinking critically.

Implementation
Our curriculum provides a progressive, play-based and experiential learning environment, combined with focussed teaching in whole class and smaller groups.
We acknowledge the potential for learning in every activity and situation that arises. We deliver the opportunities to support the educational programmes set
out in the ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage’ to ensure children make rapid progress before moving into Year 1.

The curriculum is organised into 17 Early Learning Goals through 7 areas of learning. None of these areas and principles can be delivered in isolation from each
other. We recognise that they are equally important and depend on each other.
3 Prime Areas of development:
● Communication and Language Development

Listening and Attention and Understanding, Speaking
We recognise this as critical in the child’s learning across all areas so we encourage children’s language at all the times offering a language rich environment. This
involves adults providing high quality interactions to promote, develop and extend children’s vocabulary and spoken language with adults and with their peers.
Alongside interactions, we value our environment as a ‘further teacher’ so we ensure children are exposed to opportunities to enrich their communication and
language through word banks, visual prompts and exposure to text. We plan for key questions and vocabulary to be used throughout our different areas of
learning so that adults can extend children’s learning. We understand the importance of singing songs, nursery rhymes and reading stories to develop
vocabulary, communication and language and so these hold a firm place on our timetables.
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● Personal, Social and Emotional Development:
Self-Regulation, Managing Self, Building Relationships

We engage children in discussions and provide many opportunities for children to explore discussion about relationships and friendships. We explain clear
boundaries using the school behaviour curriculum with visuals so children understand and can follow the expectations.
● Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills, Fine Motor Skills
We develop children’s gross and fine motor skills with a range of activities throughout our indoor and outdoor environments including opportunities for dance.
The children have access to a variety of equipment to support their development including scissors, paintbrushes, a hole punch in our Creation Stations where
they can experiment joining resources together. Outdoors we offer equipment such as scooters, sand pit for digging, balancing boards and an A frame. The
children also participate in weekly PE lessons.
4 Specific Areas through which the 3 Prime Areas are strengthened and applied:

● Literacy
Comprehension, Word Reading, Writing

Phonics is taught using Little Wandle and we follow the Little Wandle reading scheme of progressive books. We want children to love reading so we provide
reading areas in our classrooms with a range of quality texts, we share a range of books and we visit the library weekly. Our ‘Secret Message Desks’ engage
children in mark making and writing but opportunities are always on offer across the environment.

● Mathematics
Numbers, Numerical Patterns

We develop maths knowledge and skills through Ark Mastery. We explore maths in a variety of practical ways using manipulatives like dice, counters, compare
bears, numicon and being physically active by jumping, clapping and even going on hunts to find numbers and shapes within our school environment.

● Understanding the World
Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities, The Natural World

We understand how important it is for a child to build a broad knowledge and understanding of the world and people around them so as to develop into citizens
who are tolerant and accepting of others at all times. We engage our children through their own experiences and those of their peers by celebrating a range of
cultures, religions and festivals. We explore our environment to observe changes relating to seasons.

● Expressive Arts and Design
Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative and Expressive

We develop our love for all things creative by allowing children to use a variety of materials to create their own models, paintings, pictures and collages in our
Creation Stations. Our making skills continue to be developed in our Builder’s Yard where children have a variety of equipment to build their own constructions ,
using resources such as Lego, Duplo, Intrastar and Stickle Bricks. We continue to develop our imaginations in Make Believe Land and our outdoor role play where
anything is possible! We also promote creativity through regularly singing sessions and being imaginative in our mark making when we pretend to be a character.
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Children benefit from meaningful learning across the curriculum and staff plan for opportunities for communication, sustained shared thinking and challenge to
build on existing knowledge and skills taking into account the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning.

The children in both Nursery and Reception are provided with rich first hand experiences through indoor and outdoor activity, visitors and school trips which
further widen learning opportunities and provide awe and wonder. Active, exploratory learning, including problem solving and thinking creatively across all areas
of learning are key in our provision. Children engage in planned, focussed activities as well as self-initiated activities. Each area of learning at Bandon Hill has
been designed carefully to support independence and self-selection. This has been completed ensuring our resources are easily accessible for all and there are
resources that challenge and motivate pupils to take risks with their learning.

The role of all adults in children’s learning and development
We know that adults within the early years are an integral part of the learning and development of the children. At Bandon Hill adults develop learning by being
supportive, sensitive, challenging and responsive to all children. The adults provide high quality, carefully considered interactions; modelling language and
developing learning through thought-provoking conversations. Fundamental to this are opportunities that develop a rich vocabulary.
Through learning with, listening to and observing our children whilst engaging with the environment and adults/ peers, during whole class and group teaching
we are able to learn what the children know, can do and enjoy and develop children’s learning in that moment. Sharing this information between adults means
interactions are well matched and focused on key learning for each child.
Our children benefit from strong partnerships between all adults and parents/carers.

Home/School Partnership / Supporting Parents
The importance of parental engagement is vital to us and we aim to involve parents/carers as much as possible in their child’s education. By working
collaboratively with parents and carers to encourage independent, enthusiastic learners who thrive and reach their full potential. To ensure children succeed at
Bandon Hill, we take into account their starting points and any specific needs as they begin their learning journey. We make effective links with parents and
carers (home visits) which supports the transition into school and helps us to learn more about each pupil.

Timings
The Foundation Stage consists of morning and afternoon Nursery classes including 30 hour children and 3 Reception classes.

● Nursery – AM session 8.30am – 11.30am
● Nursery – PM session 12.30pm – 3.30pm
● 30 hour children - 8.30am – 3.30pm (Lunch 11.30 – 12.30)
● Reception – 8.30am – 3.10pm (Lunch 12.00pm – 1.00pm)
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●
Link to BHPS Draft Progression in Early Years 2023-24

Impact

Fundamental to the Early Years phase at Bandon Hill is that we have laid solid foundations for our children’s future learning.
When our children move into Key Stage 1 they have the basis to succeed as effective and confident learners due to the progress made by the end of Nursery and
Reception. The Early Learning Goals are the measure of attainment at the end of Reception and this is the statutory impact measurement but at Bandon Hill we
see:

● Communication and Language
Effective speakers and listeners with a range of vocabulary and the confidence to ask questions when they don’t know and respond to questions they are asked.

● Physical
Have developed both gross and fine motor skills they need to represent their learning, demonstrate their ideas and create their designs.

● Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Enthusiastic to learn and are confident to try new experiences. Are able to demonstrate more independence in their learning and resilience to learn.

● Writing
Are confident to use their phonic knowledge, fine motor skills and understanding of vocabulary to write their ideas across a range of contexts and genres.

● Maths
Are confident to count, use numbers to solve problems and find totals. To share their ideas about pattern, shape and mathematical concepts.

● Understanding of the World
Have knowledge, appreciation and acceptance of others in their community and wider world, now and in the past.

● Expressive Arts and Design
Have confidence to create and share their ideas across a range of media.

How do we know we have achieved these outcomes?
The impact of our curriculum delivery is monitored to ensure all our pupils make progress. Ongoing review of acquired learning is an integral part of the learning
and development process for all children.

Where will we see the impact?
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● Every day interactions, conversations and observations of children in their independent, self directed learning and response to direct teaching.
● Our online learning journey ‘Tapestry’ enables us to capture wow moments and provides opportunities to share with parents their child’s interests,

experiences and learning.
● Focus activity books provides a tool for discussions which can be had by professionals to discuss progress but also for children to share their learning and

successes with parents, carers and other adults

As a result the children at Bandon Hill experience a smooth transition between Nursery, Reception and beyond. With effective communication and collaboration
we ensure the children leave the EYFS with a solid foundation of learning of which to build upon.

Link to Bandon Hill Assessment Principles & Procedures
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