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Friday 6   February 2026th

Deputy Headteacher
Update

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another busy week in school with one of the highlights being the special interactive
‘Fizz Pop’ Science assembly led by the team who run the popular after school science club. I
could hear the children’s amazement and laughing all the way from the hall to my office - it
seems like they had lots of fun whilst learning!

Next week, we have Child Mental Health Week with the national theme of ‘This is my place’,
discussing a sense of belonging in different environments such as at school, at home and
within the children’s own friendships. Mrs Horne, our mental health lead, has planned
activities to mark this special event and as always we take pride in our focus on mental health
with our nurture and ELSA groups in school. Also the first day back after every holiday now
includes wellbeing activities to help the children ease back into school life in a calm and
relaxed way.

We also have ‘Safer Internet Day’ next week where, as Designated Safeguarding Lead, I will
be discussing in assemblies how we can keep ourselves safe online. This year’s national theme
is ‘Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI’.

Well done to the Bandon Hill pupils from our Year 6 football team who were ball assistants on
Saturday 31st January for the Sutton United vs Brackley Town match. They were lucky
enough to have a photo with some of the men's first team!

Have a lovely weekend!

Mr Haddock
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Thank You

This Week’s Award Winners

Mufti Day Raised £240.80!!

Our next event is Mothers Day
Shopping 

Friday 13  March  th

tickets available on MCAS £5 
limited availability 



this week
Around our school

Mason House Shanahan
House Weir House

195 168 182 199

Widdowson
House 

Weekly  House Points



World Book Day
As part of our celebrations 

throughout the week of World Book
Day (5th March), illustrator Gary

Parsons will be visiting on
Wednesday 4th March to show how

illustrations go from concept to
finished book. 

He will also be happy to sign copies
of his books, giving children a chance

to meet him, chat about his work,
and take home a signed copy. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for
children to connect with a real

illustrator and feel inspired by the
world of books.

To pre-purchase a book for signing,
please refer to the separate letter
that was sent including an order
form and payment via the MCAS

system.  



Date Year Group
Event

11.02.26 Year 2 
Class Assembly - 2:30pm

13.02.26 Year 6 
Evacuee Day

02.03 & 05.03 All
Parents Evening

05.03.26 All
Word Book Day Celebrations

05.03.26 Year 3 
Trip to Bough Beech Reservoir

13.03.26 All
PSA Mothers’ Day Shop

18.03.26
Year 5                          Class Assembly - 2:30pm

20.03.26
All

PSA Magic Evening Show

Upcoming dates

This academic year

Next academic year



UPDATE - EYFS
CURRICULUM
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This week in Reception we have been exploring the story The Three Little Pigs. The

children had great fun retelling the story and investigating different materials by

building their own houses using ice, Lego, blocks, sugar cubes and Weetabix! We

then tested the strength of each house by using a hairdryer to see if it could “huff

and puff” and blow them down. The children loved predicting what might happen

and talking about the strongest material. Next week, we will be learning about

Chinese New Year and how it is celebrated around the world. The children will

explore traditions such as special foods, decorations, music and dancing, and the

animals of the zodiac.
Over the weekend, we would like to encourage you to do one small activity at home,

this could be making a red decoration, drawing or colouring an animal from the

zodiac, or sharing a special meal together. You can then take a photo of this and post

it on Tapestry where we can share it with the rest of the class.Have a great weekend. 

The children have loved learning about the story of ‘The Gingerbread

Man’ this week. They especially enjoyed decorating ginger biscuits, we

hope they enjoyed eating them too!

Next week, we will be ending our topic about traditional tales by

learning about the story ‘The Little Red Hen’. It would be great if you

could share this story with your children over the weekend. In maths, we

will be looking at patterns. This will include patterns such a spotty and

striped and also repeating patterns. Maybe you could go on a pattern

walk around your house or the local area and see what patterns you can

spot. You may see a stripy zebra crossing, a tiled floor or some floral

curtains!

Have a lovely weekend!



UPDATE KS1
CURRICULUM

 Year 2 really enjoyed our drummingworkshop on Wednesday! They learnthow to make different sounds on thedjembe drum and learnt a few Africansongs as the played and even thoughtheir hands hurt afterwards, theyenjoyed banging on their drum!
What is alliteration? The children can upwith some wonderful alliteration inEnglish as well as some great expandednoun phrases in preparation for writingtheir own acrostic poem about an animalnext week. 

In maths, we are coming to the end ofour unit on money. This week, they werebusy comparing different amounts innotes and coins as well as findingdifferent ways to make a £1. 
In our story time sessions, we haveenjoyed reading ‘A sprinkle of Happiness’which is a wonderful book on kindness. We look forward to welcoming you toour Year 2 assembly next week. If you dohave a black top the child could wear,please can you bring it in at the start ofthe week in a bag, ready for Wednesday.        Have a lovely weekend.

 

 

Year 1 have had another great week,

learning lots of new facts and

making new discoveries! In Art, we

are looking at Monet’s art work and

practising his art techniques. This is

a build up of recreating his ‘Water

Lilies’ paintng. Why not show your

child that impressive piece by Monet. 

In English, we are applying our

phase 5 sounds as well as finger

spaces, capital letters and full stops

to write our own independent
sentences.

In maths, we have learnt to add

using the counting on methods on

top of methods we already knowlike
using the tens frame.

In Phonics, we have started learning

our split digraph sounds: a-e, i-e, 

u-e and o-e. Can you practise

reading and writing some words

with those sounds. Words with those

sounds are also in your child’s
homework folder.



this week
Attendance and Punctuality 

KS1/Reception 

Attendance:  Ali 98%
Punctuality: Donaldson

KS2
Attendance: Frank 98%
Punctuality: Curie and Gandhi



UPDATE KS2
CURRICULUM
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In Year 3 this week we have been looking at measuring in maths and learning about adding,

subtracting and converting measurements in metres, centimetres and millimetres. We had

great fun using rulers and tape measures to measure objects around the room (including

each other!), find the differences between measurements and find the perimeter of different

objects. 

We delved into the gruesome process of mummification as part of our English and history

learning. This will help us to prepare for writing our own set of instructions about how to

make a mummy next week. 

Interestingly, we have also been continuing our learning about the human body in science.

This week we talked about some of the different muscles in the human body and how they

work in pairs to contract and relax, helping us to move. If you want to find out more about

how muscles work, there is some great information on the BBC bitesize website that you

could visit: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztwcbqt#zn366g8

Have a wonderful weekend! 

X

Year 4 have been learning about perimeter and using our skills to calculate the total

perimeter length of 2D shapes. In English, the children have been focusing on planning

their own narrative stories, with a particular emphasis on including speech and using

inverted commas correctly. In Art, we discussed colours that are considered hot and

cold before painting our own colour wheels to exemplify this.

In History, we learnt about the eruption of Mount Vesuvius and the impact it had on

Pompeii, which sparked lots of thoughtful discussion. We are also very proud to share

that most children have now earned their pen licence, meaning they are able to write

using a blue ink pen. Please ensure that your child brings a blue pen to school each day

and that it is clearly labelled with their name to help prevent it getting lost.

Finally, a reminder that we currently have an ongoing weekly Times Tables Rock Stars

class battle taking place. Please encourage your child to practise their times tables

regularly using this game, as it really helps to build speed and confidence as well as

giving their class the chance to be crowned the weekly champions!



w

Wrap around care 

Telephone: 020 8647 5377 
or

E-mail: office@bandonhillprimary.co.uk

for further information. and terms and conditions



UPDATE KS2
CURRICULUM

This week, we’ve continued to dive into the dusty
world of Holes as we begin our investigation into

the infamous outlaw, Kissin' Kate Barlow. The
children have been examining her "crimes" and

piecing together her backstory to prepare for an
exciting challenge: writing and recording their

very own broadcast news reports! 

In Music, Year 5 are still singin’ the blues! We
explored the structure of the blues scale, learning

about ‘bent notes’ and how they create that
signature moody sound before recreating the

scale themselves on the glockenspiels. 

Meanwhile, in French, we’ve been sharpening our
vocabulary by learning to describe the contents of
our trousses (pencil cases). From un stylo to une

règle, the children are becoming quite confident in
identifying their everyday school tools in a second
language. We are very much looking forward to

our French afternoon on Thursday 12 . Please be
reminded that if you would like your child to

design their own Mardi Gras inspired T-shirt for
this afternoon, they will need to bring in a plain
white t-shirt to add their designs. We will have

mask templates available as well as an alternative
if they are not able to do this.  

th

Thank you to everyone who signed the Holes
permission sticker in the contact book. We are

planning to show the film next Thursday morning
and invite the children to bring in 1 small snack

(e.g. a regular sized bag of crisps or a snack sized
biscuit/cake) to enjoy if they wish to. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

It has been an action-packed week in Year 6! On
Tuesday and Wednesday, our young historians
turned into engineers as they constructed model

Anderson Shelters. The effort put into making these
"fit for purpose" was truly impressive.

To see the children collaborating so effectively was a
highlight of the week. Once the builds were complete,
the shelters underwent "rigorous" testing to see if they
could withstand a simulated Blitz! Using hairdryers

and rocks, we tested for structural integrity and wind
resistance. A huge well done to everyone for their

resilience and creativity!

In English, we have started planning our newspaper
reports centered on The Blitz. We have been exploring
the nuances between formal and informal language,

deciding which tone best captures the gravity of a
wartime news report.

Over in Maths, we have been tackling the conversion
of metric measures. While it can be a tricky topic, it is

an essential life skill, and the children are showing
great determination in mastering it.

Our History lessons this week focused on the vital
roles women played during the war. We analyzed

various propaganda posters to understand how
persuasive techniques were used to recruit women into
the war effort, acknowledging just how essential their

contribution was to the country’s survival.

📢 Important Reminders
Goodnight Mister Tom: We plan to watch the film
adaptation of Goodnight Mister Tom next Friday.
Please ensure you have completed the permission

form here to allow your child to participate.
Evacuee Day: Next Friday, 13th February is our
Evacuee Day! We can’t wait to see the children

come dressed in their best 1940s evacuee attire as
we bring our history topic to life.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoQ1ntnEAMPSyhL_r2LfogymSd5Adb4WBaJeLEl9cZBlyq4w/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoQ1ntnEAMPSyhL_r2LfogymSd5Adb4WBaJeLEl9cZBlyq4w/viewform?usp=publish-editor


Year 1

Group 1:  extreme, although, breath,
caught, different, exercise, medicine, thought,

business, possession
Group 2:  build, describe, imagine, library, natural,

ordinary, promise, recent, suppose, weight 
Group 3:  sea, dream, meat, each, scream, read, head,

bread, meant, instead

Group 1: every, everybody, even,
great, steak, break, pretty, beautiful,

after, fast
Group 2: you, cog, fog, jog, pop

ep 

Group 1:
build, describe, imagine, library, natural, ordinary,

promise, recent, suppose, weight 

Group 2:
see, feel, tree, week, feet, green, meet, free, sheet,

seek

(Group 3 to learn the 5 spellings highlighted in red)

Grp 1:  ancient, amateur, awkward, criticise,
equipment, excellent, foreign, pronunciation,

symbol, yacht

Grp 2: build, describe, imagine, library,
natural, ordinary, promise, recent, suppose,

weight  

X

Group 1: disappointed, dissatisfied, dissimilar,
impatient, overreact, overrule, overseas,

unnatural, unnecessary, unsure
 

Group 2: build, describe, imagine, library,
natural, ordinary, promise, recent, suppose,

weight 

Your paragraph text

G
roup 1:

Group 2: 

Year 2

Year 3 Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

claw
complete

shield
should

our
water
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This week in Nurture, we dived deep into the
world of friendships. We spent time discussing
the traits that make a great friend, as well as
identifying behaviours that feel less supportive. A
key part of our session focused on
communication: how to tell our friends when
we’re having a "tough day" and the power of a
sincere, meaningful apology.

We also shared a liberating truth with the
children: not all friendships are meant to last
forever, and that’s okay. As we grow and change,
some connections naturally fade, and it doesn’t
make anyone a "bad person."

We emphasised that putting your own well-being
first and choosing what makes you happy is
essential. Whether it’s politely saying "I’d like to
play alone right now" or setting a boundary, it’s
all about how we communicate our needs.
Supporting Friendships at Home
Navigating social circles can be tricky, but your
support at home makes a world of difference! 

How you can help at home:
Model the "Healthy No": Help your child
practice setting boundaries in a kind way. If
they need space at home, encourage them to
say, "I’m feeling a bit overwhelmed, I’d like to
play by myself for ten minutes," rather than
just withdrawing.
Normalise "Changing Seasons": If your child
mentions a friendship is fading, reassure
them that this is a natural part of growing
up. Remind them that they aren't "mean" for
moving on, and that it's okay to prioritize
friends who make them feel truly happy and
seen.

 

Nurture
Update
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Spring Term Lunch Menu
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HOME INFORMATION 

February’s Musician of the Month 

About: Reem Kelani is a British
Palestinian musician, born in Manchester,
England but raised in Kuwait. Initially
influenced by the jazz music her father
played on his record player, her interest
in Palestinian music was sparked by the
music at a family wedding in her
maternal home in Galilee in the 1970s. 

Genres: Arabic, Folk & Jazz 

Active from: 1990 - Present 
Origin: Manchester, United Kingdom 

Watch and discuss
the live version of 
‘Ya Raayhin En-

Nabi’. 

Books to read… If you like Reem Kelani, try… 

•
•
• 

Lena Chamamyan
Dhafer Youssef
Amira Kheir 

Reem
Kelani 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0vSu87rIOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0vSu87rIOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0vSu87rIOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0vSu87rIOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0vSu87rIOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0vSu87rIOg


Family Support



OR

Date: 18th
February 2026 

Time: 12-30-
2.30pm 
Location: 
First Floor 
Cantium House 
Railway 
Approach 
Wallington 
SM6 0DZ 

via our photo link

https://www.cogn
us.org.uk/services
/cognus-
therapies/training-
and-
workshops/parent
-training/

Please sign up on
the Cognus
website where
you can find here: 

PARENT & CARER
WORKSHOP 

Topic: Understanding Stammering:
Practical Support for Parents / Carers-
Learn, share, and support your child’s
journey with stammering. 

This workshop aims to cover
 

 
Don’t forget to also check out our other training on:
Emotion and sensory regulation, language
development, functional life skills & independence 

: 

What is stammering/fluency? 
Understanding the nature of stammering 
and how it presents in children and young 
people. 
Factors influencing fluency. 
Exploring what can make speaking easier or 
more challenging. 
Practical strategies to help language 
development, environmental considerations 
and discussions about feelings towards 
stammering. 
Signposting to trusted resources and 
professional help if wanted. 
An opportunity for group discussion or to 
meet other families in safe space to share 
experiences and ideas. 

•
•

•
•

•

•

•








